
A REPLY TO "COUNTRY PRACTITIONER."
Dear Sir:\p=m-\Theletter of your correspondent,

"Country Practitioner," in your issue of May 19th,
implies a somewhat common misunderstanding of
the position of those who believe and teach that the
discovery of Semmelweiss was both radical and vital.
So far as this reply is concerned, it is immaterial
whether he believes what his letter implies, or whether
he has simply taken the occasion which the absurd
performance reported allows, for clever ridicule and
irony. The misapprehension to which I refer is, the
the impression that a careful compliance with the es-
tablished principles of asepsis will secure only a di-
minished mortality in puerperal cases. The fact
being that the claim is that thorough asepsis will se-
cure also an increased number of puerperal cases in
which no abnormal rise of temperature occurs, and
that an obstetrician may have failed to secure all that
he ought to secure in many of his cases which do
not die. In other words, mortality statistics alone,
although they are ample, are not a sufficient test of
the principles of aseptic and antiseptic obstetrics.

Your anonymous correspondent is evidently bright
enough to know all this, and hence this reply is not
directed against him, but rather as a counter influ¬
ence against the carelessness which the tone of his
letter may induce in a less intelligent or less careful
accoucheur or nurse, and thus cost some poor wo¬

man, if not her life, many days of unnecessary fever.

3266 Cottage Grove Ave.
Elbert Wing, M.D.

RUPTURE OF THE FUNIS.
Dear Sir :\p=m-\Seeing in The Journal of April 21,

a report from Dr. Duncan, of West Point, Miss., of
a ruptured funis, in which he speaks of the rarity of
the accident, I conclude to report this case :

On March 3, 1888, I was called to Mrs. L., in her
fifth confinement, having pains one in three to four
hours. An examination showed the os very high, infact out of reach. I gave morphia gr. 1/4,bromide
potash gr. x. I returned in eight hours; found bear-
ing down pains, and the head had reached the per-
ineum, but receded after each pain. After watchingthis movement for an hour I applied forceps, and
used considerable force. I felt a snap, and the wo-
man jumped, but the child was born immediately,and I found the cord broken about one inch from
the navel. It was wrapped about the neck and shoul-
ders of the child until it seemed impossible for it to
have been born without the rupture of the cord, which
was of usual length.

Both mother and child did well.

Neosho, Mo., April 25, iS
P. C. Yates, M.D.

Just Retribution.—A man with a sore arm went into a
Grand Rapids drug store the other day and asked what was
good for it. The druggist, who thinks he knows a thing or two
about medicine himself, took the man behind the prescription
case, gave the arm a critical examination, and mixed up a heal¬
ing liquid. Then the man took his arm and went away, and the
learned apothecary went to his till and found that over $50 ofhis good, hard money had been stolen. The man with the sore
arm evidently had a pal whose arm was not sore.

A Treatise on Dislocations. By Lewis A. Stim-
son, B.A., M.D., Professor of Clinical Surgery in
the University of the City of New York, etc.
8vo, pp. 539. Philadelphia: Lea Bros. & Co.
1888. Chicago : A. C. McClurg.
This work is supplementary to the one on Frac-

tures issued five years ago by the same writer. The
work has been divided into two treatises, properly
enough, and in the interval one edition of Hamilton's
standard work has been given to the public.
The work of Prof. Stimson will be examined every-

where with interest, if for no other reason than be-
cause it is several years later than any similar text-
book. The delay in publication is caused by the
great amount of clinical material collected and used
in its preparation.

Hamilton's cases are chiefly selected and illustra-
tive, with no claim to statistical fullness, and are al-
most solely taken from American sources. Prof.
Stimson's work aims at a much fuller citation of for-
eign and American cases, and at the same time is
marked by less of the writer's own individuality.

The Index Medicus, Index Catalogue of the Sur-
geon-General's Library, and the numerous standard
treatises and encyclop\l=ae\dias,have been searched and
copious references made from, bringing the work down
to the present as far as is possible. As to dislocations
no very important changes in surgical practice have
occurred within a decade, so that the most recent
treatises differ but little in essential points from those
somewhat older. English and American surgeons
have been, and still are, the undisputed masters of this
mechanical branch of the art, as well as of orthopaed¬
ic surgery. Standard treatises in all European lan¬
guages contain, with little variation, the descriptions
and illustrations of Sir Astley Cooper, Bigelow and
Hamilton which have become familiar by their reap¬
pearance in nearly every surgical treatise in the
English language.
The original steel plate engravings in Cooper's

work on dislocations, now over a hundred years old,
are marvelous for their fineness and perfection of
drawing. These pictures, reduced in size, have been
copied into every important work until the present
day. The same is true of the illustrations taken from
Bigelow's later work, The Hip.

Prof. Stimson has very properly sacrificed artistic
effect to progress and left out all of Cooper's pictures
which illustrate the antiquated method of reduction
by pulleys. Bigelow's drawings to the number of
twenty are introduced, and numerous others, few of
them original, are incorporated in the same chapter.
The desire to make a complete and systematic trea¬
tise has led to subdivisions of theoretical rather than
clinical importance. Several chapters are devoted
to different forms of dislocation of the humérus, yet
nowhere is there any complete account of old dislo¬
cations of this bone and the various dangers attend¬
ing efforts at reduction.

As a general fault it may be noted that the book
too often mentions an array of cases gathered from
various sources with little or no summary of the au-
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